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Shri Apurva Chandra belongs to the 1988 batch of the Indian Administrative Service (IAS),
Maharashtra Cadre. A Civil Engineer, Shri Chandra obtained his Bachelor's Degree in Civil
Engineering and Masters in Structural Engineering from IIT Delhi. He has long experience of
dealing with issues relating to industries while working in the Government of Maharashtra and
the Government of India.
Shri Chandra has spent more than seven years in the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas in the
Government of India. He has been involved in framing policies with regard to fuel supplies to
industries, supply logistics, transportation, storage & distribution of fuel products etc. He was
directly associated with Natural Gas transportation infrastructure, setting up city gas
distribution companies, LNG import terminals and allocation of gas to industries. Shri Chandra
has served on the Board of Directors of Maharatna PSU, GAIL (India) Ltd. and Petronet LNG Ltd.
Shri Chandra has worked for over four years between 2013 and 2017 as Principal Secretary
(Industries) in the Government of Maharashtra. Maharashtra led the country in attracting FDI and
other investments over the period. Shri Chandra was instrumental in a slew of new policies like
Electronic Policy, Retail policy, Single Window Policy to attract new Investments. The ﬁrst smart
industrial township under the Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC) has been
operationalised at Aurangabad in Maharashtra under the leadership of Shri Chandra. More than
70 clusters for MSMEs have been operationalised to make available modern technology through
common facility centres. Leading industrial players like General Electric, General Motors,
Volkswagen, Mercedes, Fiat Chrysler, Mahindra, Posco, Emerson, LG, Haier etc. have invested in
Maharashtra during Mr Chandra's tenure.

Shri Apurva Chandra

Shri Apurva Chandra joined as Director General (Acquisition) in Ministry of Defence w.e.f.
01.12.2017 with the mandate of strengthening the Indian Armed Forces by expediting the
acquisition process. Several major contracts like the S-400 missile system, Multi-Role
Helicopters, Assault Riﬂes, Naval ships, T-90 tanks etc. were signed during the period. He chaired

Secretary
Ministry of Information Broadcasting, Government of India
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the Committee to draft the new Defence Acquisition Procedure. The DAP 2020 has come into
effect from 1st October 2020 and will go a long way in promoting AtmaNirbhar Bharat while
expediting the procurements for the Armed Forces.
Shri Apurva Chandra took over as Secretary, Ministry of Labour & Employment w.e.f. 01.10.2020
with the mandate to implement the Labour Codes passed by the Parliament in September 2020
expeditiously. Under his guidance rules have been framed for all four Labour Codes after
extensive consultations with all stakeholders. The Atmanibhar Bharat Rozgar Yojana has been
launched to provide employment opportunities to 7.8 million workers in the formal sector with a
budget of Rs. 23,000 crore (USD 3 Billion). He chaired the Governing Body of the ILO and guided
the discussions to provide relief to workers affected by the Covid pandemic. With his initiatives, a
scheme was launched to provide pensions to families of workers who lost their lives during
Covid.
Shri Apurva Chandra took over as Secretary of, Ministry of Information & Broadcasting on 23rd
August 2021. Since then he has spearheaded the Ministry's key policy issues on matters related to
outreach, broadcasting, stakeholder partnership and collaboration with the Media and
Entertainment Sector. Under his leadership Ministry of I&B has undertaken several initiatives on
important campaigns like Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Seva Samarpan, etc. Under his guidance, the
Ministry has successfully organized 67th National Films Award held at Vigyan Bhawan on 25th
October 2021 and also the Ministry organizing 52nd International Film Festival of India (IFFI) at
Goa in November 2021.
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Justice Prathiba M. Singh completed her 5- year law course from University Law College,
Bangalore. She graduated as the 1st Rank holder from Bangalore University and also represented
India at the Philip C Jessup Moot Court competition in Chicago, USA. She was offered the ODASSS
scholarship by the Cambridge Commonwealth Trust to study LL.M at the University of Cambridge
(U.K.). She enrolled with the Bar in 1991.
Before being elevated to the Bench, she was a leading Intellectual Property lawyer in India. She
had the distinction of handling landmark matters in all areas of IPR laws including patents,
trademarks, designs, copyright, plant varieties, internet laws, etc. As Managing Partner of Singh
& Singh, she advised clients and handled cases relating to commercial disputes, arbitration,
telecom, broadcasting laws, media laws, writs, regulatory issues, education etc. She has
regularly appeared before the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, High Court of Delhi, TDSAT, IPAB,
Trademark and Patent Ofﬁces. She was appointed as Amicus Curiae by the High Court of Delhi to
streamline the working of the Copyright Ofﬁce. She was also appointed on a High Level
Committee for streamlining of Patent examinations.
She was invited as an expert to present views to the Parliamentary Committees considering
amendments to the Patents Act in 2002, Copyright Amendment Act, 2012, Geographical
Indications Act etc.
Mrs Singh was designated as a Senior Advocate by the Delhi High Court in December 2013.
The Prathiba M. Singh Scholarship for LL.M. students was instituted at the University of
Cambridge in 2013. Scholarships are granted to Indian students who have secured admission at
Cambridge, for pursuing their LLM course. Recently, she has been invited by the Vice Chancellor,
Cambridge University to be part of the "Circle of Advisors" for India.

Justice Prathiba M. Singh
Judge, Delhi High Court
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She was a member of the IPR Think Tank, which was entrusted with the momentous task of
drafting India's ﬁrst `National IPR Policy' which was released in May, 2015. She has also been
awarded as "30 Most Powerful Business Women in India" Award by the Business Today Group in
September 2018.
Her articles `India – Look behind the headlines', `India is a game-changer in Patent laws',
`Implementation of the Commercial Courts Act', `CRI guidelines', 'Expedited trials in patent cases'
etc., have been published in leading international and national publications.
During her tenure as the President of APAA (Indian Group), several important initiatives were
taken including ﬁling of a writ petition seeking constitution of the IPAB as also the creation of the
Delhi court-room complex for the IPAB. She has been a regular Speaker at various National and
International IP related workshops, seminars and events. She was also a member of the CII
National Steering Committee on IPRs.
Various awards given to her include, 'IP Litigator of the Year, 2012', the 'Asia women in Business
Law Awards' given by Managing IP for excellence in Litigation, 'IP Lawyer of the Year, 2013' by Legal
Era, 'Best IP Senior Counsel of the Year - 2014' by Legal Era and 'Woman Lawyer of the year, 2015' by
the Indian National Bar Association.
She was a Member of various professional bodies including SCBA, DHCBA, INTA, APAA, AIPPI, IPAA,
IPLPA, and Telecom Lawyers Association.
She was elevated as a Permanent Judge of the High Court of Delhi on 15th May 2017.
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Tracy Brabin is a British Labour and Co-operative politician who was elected as the ﬁrst Mayor of
West Yorkshire, and the ﬁrst ever woman Metro Mayor in England, in May 2021.
During her campaign, Tracy pledged to create 1,000 skilled jobs for young people, lead a 'Creative
New Deal' for the region, bring buses back under public control, tackle the climate emergency
and build 5,000 affordable and sustainable homes.
As Mayor, Tracy also inherits the roles and responsibilities of the former Police and Crime
Commissioner. Her priorities for policing include to recruit more frontline ofﬁcers and staff and
to prioritise the safety of women and girls.
Prior to her election as Mayor, Tracy was the Member of Parliament for Batley and Spen from 2016
until 2021. As MP, she held appointments as Shadow Early Years Minister, Shadow Secretary of
State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, and Shadow Minister for Cultural Industries.
Moreover, Tracy is a former member of the Women and Equalities Select Committee and a former
chair of the Gaps in Support All-Party Parliamentary Group, having led the campaign on behalf of
the three million people excluded from Government ﬁnancial support during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Born in Batley, Tracy was an actor and screenwriter prior to entering politics, appearing in several
British soap operas, and writing for several television series. Tracy now lives in Kirklees, West
Yorkshire. She has a husband and two daughters, all of whom work in the creative industries.

Tracy Brabiln

Mayor of West Yorkshire

Tracy also chairs the inﬂuential M10 mayoral group. The M10 compromises the ten Metro Mayors,
who between them represent more than 20 million people and nearly 50% of England's GDP.
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Jyoti Deshpande is an industry veteran with over 3 decades of experience in the media and
entertainment business.
On September 30, 2021, Jyoti was appointed as CEO of Viacom18 to drive its transition into a truly
integrated media company across broadcast, OTT and content studio businesses spanning
general entertainment, movies, kids and sports across languages. This makes her the ﬁrst
woman leader to be named CEO of a Big 4 media company in India. She also serves on the boards
of Network18, Balaji Teleﬁlms and JioSaavn.
Jyoti joined Reliance Industries in 2018 as President, Chairman's Ofﬁce - Media Platform &
Content. Over the last three and a half years, Jyoti established Jio Studios as a key player in the
entertainment value chain. In her previous company, Jyoti had successfully built a formidable
media & content distribution business and pioneered ErosNow's early entry into the OTT space.
In her new role, Jyoti will grow Viacom18 in the backdrop of digital disruption while bringing
synergies across all RIL media investments.
An industry captain, Jyoti also serves as the Co-Chair, Media & Entertainment Committee, FICCI.
She has featured among Fortune India as well as Business Today's 50 Most Powerful Women in
Business lists, both of which celebrate the journeys and triumphs of women who not only impact
their organization but are also thought leaders in their industry.
Jyoti believes in the power of positive thinking and practices Vipassana meditation. She's an avid
movie buff and equally follows cricket and tennis passionately.

Jyoti Deshpande

Chief Executive Ofﬁcer – Viacom18 Media Pvt. Ltd.
Chair Person, Media & Entertainment Committee - FICCI
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Mr. Arun Chawla is Director General of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI), India's apex business chamber representing industry and trade.
Mr. Chawla is a post-graduate with a degree in Law from the University of Delhi. He has over 35
years of work experience, most of which have been gained while holding charge of important
verticals at FICCI. He also has to his credit a long stint in the corporate sector prior to joining
FICCI.
FICCI was set-up in 1927, under the inspiration of the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi. It
today represents over 250,000 enterprises and nearly 300 Chambers and Associations spread
across the country.
Mr. Chawla has witnessed the unfolding of economic reforms in India through the prism of
business and industry and has steadfastly worked to deepen the reform process across sectors
and states. His legal acumen has enabled him to identify the core competencies of various states
and sectors of India, thus helping to channelize domestic and foreign investment ﬂows into the
thrust areas. He has spearheaded FICCI's efforts at facilitating ease of doing business by striving
to promote harmonious corporate relations.
He has travelled extensively worldwide to showcase the economic opportunities in India to
potential investors. This has contributed immensely towards building strong Public-Private
Partnerships in many key areas of the economy.
He serves as a member on several Government constituted committees at the Central and State
levels and has also been a member of many overseas Ministerial delegations representing FICCI.

Arun Chwala

Director General, FICCI

Mr. Chawla has authored many articles for the national dailies of India on legal, social, and
political-economy issues.
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Sh. Anil Bhardwaj, presently Director General, (TCSR) & Advisor in

Anil Kumar Bhardwaj

Ÿ

(Broadcasting and Cable Services), Telecom Regulatory Authority of India , New Delhi
managing the Interconnection related Regulatory issues of the sector.

Ÿ

Previously he was Adviser (Economics), Competition Commission of India managing the
Competition Assessment, Competition Advocacy and IT Division.

Ÿ

He has more 25 years of experience in Government, ﬁrst in telecom Sector and since last six
years in Corporate and ﬁnancial regulation. Known as a change agent he was head of eGovernance Division in Ministry of Corporate Affairs that introduced ﬁrst successful eGovernance portal MCA21- India's the Business Registration Portal of India that helped in
improving 'Ease of Doing Business Rating' in India. Sh. Bhardwaj was also involved in other eGovernance project including the Passport Project and e-Governance Project of Environment
Ministry

Ÿ

He has done Masters in International Development Policy (Economics) from Duke University
Durham USA, MBA in Finance from IGNOU, LL.B.from Meerut University and Engineering from
YMCA University of Science and Technology Faridabad.

Ÿ

He has written quite a few papers on Telecom Growth, Internet penetration, Competition Law
and Transformation.

Ÿ

Won numerous awards like VISHISHT SANCHAR SEWA PADAK in 2003, National 'Web Ratna
Award' for e-Governance implementation at MCA21 in 2011, GEM of YMCA from YMCA
University of Science and Technology, Jury Award for National Rural Broadband Mission, etc.

Ÿ

He is an active social worker, and is founder member of ROTARY BLOOD BANK CHARITABLE
TRUST FARIDABAD and is on the Advisory board of Paryas Social Welfare Society. He has won
numerous recognitions for his social work from District Red Cross, Rotary International and
other social institutions, notable being state level "SAMMAN PRATIK" award from Haryana
Journalist Association presented by Chief Minister Haryana in 2009 for Exemplary Social
Work.

Director General, (TCSR) &
Advisor Broadcasting Services, TRAI
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Shri Vikram Sahay belongs to the 1992 batch of Indian Revenue Service. Prior to joining
Government of India, Shri Vikram Sahy worked for two years in the Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry [FICCI (1991-1992)]. He is Masters in Economics from Delhi School of
Economics (1988), and MBA in Public Services from University of Birmingham, UK (2000).
Shri Vikram Sahay has held several positions while working in Income Tax Department and has
dealt with important policy issues of Tax administration as Deputy Secretary/Director in the
Central Board of Direct Taxes (2003-2007).
Shri Vikram Sahay worked as Director in the Ministry of Human Resources Development (20072013) wherein he had an opportunity to handle important policy matters relating to the Right to
Education Act and Teacher Education. He also worked brieﬂy with University Grants Commission
(2013-14).
Since May, 2018 Shri Vikram Sahay has been working as Joint Secretary in the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting wherein he is handling policy matters relating to Print Media,
Information Sector, Broadcasting Content, regulation of Private Satellite TV channels, and Digital
Media content, including OTT platforms.

Shri Vikram Sahay

Joint Secretary (P&A)
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
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Mr. Karan Thapar is an Indian Revenue Services (IRS) ofﬁcer of 2009 batch. Presently, he is serving
as Deputy Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, Government of India. In his role in the department, he is tasked with
ensuring India’s national interests are protected in all international and multilateral
collaborations. He is also put in charge of strengthening the Design Policy framework and
providing administrative support to the ﬁve National Institutes of Design (NIDs) and help them
emerge as institutes of national and international repute. In his role in CIPAM he is working
towards achieving the objectives enshrined in the National IPR Policy, 2016 and creating an
ecosystem in participation with all stakeholders to introduce new-age reforms and strengthen
India’s Intellectual Property ecosystem.

Shri Karan Thapar

Deputy Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India
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Ajit Andhare helms Viacom18 Studios, one of India's premier full-service ﬁlm studios, widely
regarded for its brand of new age Indian cinema. He is a senior leader in Indian Media &
Entertainment with 25 years of experience across consumer & media sectors building factories,
brands, companies, TV series & ﬁlms. Ajit has led Viacom18 Studios to become a force to reckon
with in the Indian ﬁlm ecosystem with unparalleled commercial & critical success winning 6 Best
ﬁlm National awards over the last 7 years.
His current role spans ﬁlm development, greenlighting, production, marketing, distribution and
syndication of all Viacom18 Studios ﬁlms worldwide as well as marketing & distribution of all
Paramount Pictures Hollywood ﬁlms in the Indian Subcontinent. In addition to the ﬁlm portfolio,
Ajit launched Tipping Point – a young digital content brand that creates cutting-edge digital
content. Under Tipping Point, Ajit has led the creation of multiple high-rated web series such as
'Jamtara – Sabka Number Aayega', 'Taj Mahal 1989' and 'She', amongst others. A result-oriented
business leader, Ajit has pioneered many industry ﬁrsts ranging from bringing India's ﬁrst Imax
3D Hindi blockbuster Padmaavat to making an unusual ﬁlm like Andhadhun, a box ofﬁce success
in India & China.
As Chief Operating Ofﬁcer, his vision for the studio is founded on the belief that script & budget
are the Queen & Kingpin of every ﬁlm. This ethos honed over 13 years of experience in content
development & production in Media as well as his insights in consumer behaviour & brands with
12 years at Unilever, have yielded some of the most enduring TV franchises & iconic ﬁlms.

Ajit Andhare

COO, Viacom18 Studios

Under his leadership, the studio broke new grounds ﬁrst with the biopic 'Bhaag Milkha Bhaag' in
2013, 'Queen' & 'Mary Kom' in 2014, followed by 'Drishyam' & 'Maanjhi' in 2015. Femaleprotagonist led ﬁlms like 'Queen' & 'Mary Kom' besides succeeding at box ofﬁce, won prestigious
National awards, making it three National awards in a row for the studio. These ﬁlms set industry
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trend for heroine led ﬁlms, biopics & a new breed of content led modern Indian cinema. With
blockbusters 'Toilet- Ek Prem Katha' in 2017, 'Padmaavat' in 2018, widely feted releases like
'Andhadhun' and 'Manto' selected for 'Uncertain Regard' at Cannes, he has steered the Studio to
unparalleled highs of commercial & critical success.
Ajit has created a body of work for the studio that is diverse in genres, scale & ideas ranging from
socially relevant 'Toilet Ek Prem Katha' to one of its kind thrillers like 'Drishyam' & 'Andhadhun'.
He is currently developing inspiring Biopics like 'Kalpana Chawla' & 'Mithali Raj' and a ﬁrst of its
kind Hollywood remake of cult classic Forrest Gump as 'Laal Singh Chaddha' with Aamir Khan.
He has successfully collaborated with India's leading creative talent & marquee directors such
as Sanjay Leela Bhansali, Vishal Bharadwaj, Sriram Raghavan, Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra, Ketan
Mehta as well as new directors like Omang Kumar, Sri Narayan Singh & Robbie Garewal.
His mandate was expanded to include development of all regional ﬁlms and digital series for
Voot & Jio platforms under the new digital content brand Tipping point. This has resulted in
landmark Marathi ﬁlms like 'Kashinath Ghanekar', 'Bhai' & 'Thackrey' with Viacom18 creating a
new standing in Marathi cinema in past 18 months & making forays in South Indian Cinema with
'Devdas', 'Balan Vakeel' and 'Manmadhudu 2'.
Before assuming his present role, Ajit founded a television production start-up, Colosceum
Media Pvt. Ltd. raising venture capital from Raghav Bahl's Capital18. He developed a primetime
Game show, Wheel Smart Srimati aired on National Network as the start-up's ﬁrst break. Scaling
up rapidly Colosceum produced several franchise television properties such as MTV Roadies,
MTV Splitsvilla (Reality), Jai Shri Krishna (Scripted) for Colors and Master Chef India (Reality)
series for Star Network. He also developed a yet to be commissioned scripted series 'God
Parayee' a surrogacy-based drama set in a contemporary Royal family in Rajasthan with writer
Vipul Mayank. Having built Colosceum Media into a successful multi-genre production company
he sold his stake & exited the venture in 2013 to pursue his passion for Cinema taking charge of
Viacom18 Studios, then known as Viacom18 Motion pictures.
Ajit's entrepreneurial journey forms part of a published book – The Start-Up Diaries featuring his
story & Colosceum alongside those of Red Bus, Pay TM, One 97 & their founders. The book covers
personal life journeys of these professionals-turned-ﬁrst generation entrepreneurs who
created enduring businesses from scratch. His entrepreneurial journey was also featured on the
cover page of Outlook money in January 2011.
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Before Ajit took to entrepreneurship, he was among Unilever Plc.'s distinguished marketers in
India and the Asia Paciﬁc region. Through his Unilever career, besides business
accomplishments, he was known for his conviction & creativity to develop ideas into successful
& award-winning marketing campaigns. He ploughed back these qualities as the founder of
Colosceum and in his current role as Studio Head.
Prior to moving into marketing and general management Ajit started off in the Engineering
function at Hindustan Lever and led several Engineering projects, setting up green ﬁeld factories
and developed innovative engineering solutions like Shift bin system for the division.
Ajit is a Bachelor of Technology (B.Tech) from National Institute of Technology Rourkela and holds
an MBA in Marketing & Technology from the prestigious Indian School of Business-Hyderabad.
He wrote & directed plays in College, pursued product design on the side developing automatic
chapati maker and a beverage dispenser. A mythology & history buff, trained Tabla player and a
music aﬁcionado who loves to ﬁddle his piano playing unplugged Bollywood numbers from the
sixties, he pens poems occasionally. He is a recreational runner with 15 half marathons & a full
marathon under his belt.
From a practicing Engineer who dreamt of inventing a roti maker to a marketer, general manager,
entrepreneur, show developer and now leading a ﬁlm studio making path breaking ﬁlms, his
unusual journey makes for an interesting tale.
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Anshul Ailawadi is the youngest member of Viacom18's leadership team. He is responsible for
the company's brands in the Youth, Music and English Entertainment genres. These include MTV,
MTV Beats, Comedy Central, Vh1 & Colors Inﬁnity. Prior to his current role, Anshul served as the
strategy and project lead in the Group CEO's ofﬁce at Viacom18. During this stint he drove the
company's change management programme, leveraged synergies across different teams and
worked on several network-level partnerships. In the past he has worked with the Tata Strategic
Management Group, CNBC TV18 and co-founded an e-learning startup.
Anshul studied public policy at Columbia University, New York and at the National University of
Singapore. He is passionate about international affairs, motorcycling (courtesy MTV Roadies,
Stuntmania) and Urdu literature.

Anshul Ailawadi

Business Head - Youth,
Music and English Entertainment, Viacom18
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Mr. Akshaye Rathi is a ﬁlm exhibitor & distributor with operations spread across the central
Indian states of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh & Chhattisgarh. While carrying forward a 70 years
old legacy in the show business, Akshaye has been a pioneer in the process of consolidation of
the ﬁlm exhibition sector by orchestrating a ﬁrst of its kind alliance between single screen
cinemas of his chain with the Cinepolis, one of the largest exhibition chains in the world that
operates from Mexico.
Besides ﬁlm exhibition & distribution, Mr. Rathi has business interests in the ﬁelds of FMCG
distribution, education & hospitality. Armed with an MBA from the prestigious SP Jain Institute Of
Management & Research, Mumbai, Akshaye also teaches students at various management &
media institutes as a visiting faculty. He is a regular columnist with various business &
entertainment publications.

Akshaye Rathi

Exhibitor & Distributor
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Amanda joined the West Yorkshire Combined Authority in 2016 and leads on the delivery of the
West Yorkshire International Trade Strategy.
Amanda has extensive experience of working within the public and private sectors. She has
worked in central government at a national and regional level, delivering and advising on policy,
working for government ministers, and implementing government policies on trade, business
support, culture, media and sport. She has also worked in a commercial sales environment
supporting business clients to recruit, retain, develop and manage their people and transform
the performance of their teams.

Amanda Potter

Trade and Investment Manager –
Trade, Delivery and Business Operations, West Yorkshire Combined Authority
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Anita Kelly was appointed as Ireland's second Consul General to Western India in August 2022. A
solicitor by profession, Anita has a background in ﬁnance and tax. She is accompanied by her
husband, Mr Mícheál Ó Laoide, a Chartered Accountant.
Anita previously served as Deputy Head of Mission in Embassy Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates,
leading on trade and economic engagement and supporting the Irish community across the UAE,
Qatar, Kuwait and Afghanistan. She was appointed Deputy Commissioner General for Ireland at
Expo 2020 Dubai, driving business and cultural programming, public and private sector
engagement, and promotion of Ireland for the Irish pavilion and its stakeholders at 'The World's
Greatest Show'. Throughout her notable career, Anita prioritises building valuable connections
and partnerships, and ensuring these will thrive and prosper for years to come.
From her base in Mumbai, Anita and the Consulate team are working to promote Ireland and Irish
culture, heritage and interests in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa and Union Territories of Daman &
Diu, and Dadra & Nagar Haveli. They will provide services to Irish citizens in the region as well as
further strengthen the links between Ireland and Western India.
Anita looks forward to developing mutual opportunities for Ireland and India, and will focus
primarily on trade, investment, economic and cultural diplomacy. She aims to foster links
between both commercial interests and the peoples of our two countries, and in the wider
region.

Anita Kelly

Ireland's second Consul General
to Western India
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Anuj Gandhi is a veteran in Media and Entertainment business with a focus on Digital Media, TV
Broadcasting, International Media Business and OTT Apps ecosystem. He has extensively worked
on Building Digital Partnerships business, Bundling strategies for Traditional and New Media,
Pricing of B2B and B2C products in Telecom/Media, Management of Traditional and Digital Media
Platforms and overall Business Strategy for Media Distribution/Monetisation.
Anuj Gandhi till recently was a senior executive in Reliance Industries working as Group resource
for Media Partnerships in Jio Media (Mobility and Fibre), Day to day management of Group ISP &
Cable business (Den/ Hathway/ GTPL) and Heading India Cast, a joint venture between TV18 and
Viacom. Anuj was managing the businesses and worked closely with all Leadership Teams in Jio
Platforms, Cable companies and TV18/Viacom18.
Prior to joining TV18 group in 2012, Anuj occupied the post of CEO at Den Networks Ltd, where his
responsibilities included setting, building India's largest Cable TV company, systems and
processes, negotiations, setting up a joint venture with Star India called Star Den Media services.
Earlier, he was President of Set Discovery Pvt. Ltd, a joint venture he spearheaded between Sony
Entertainment and Discovery Communication.
Anuj has been involved in various committees/ delegation set up by the MIB/TRAI like
Digitisation Committee, Special task force on Tariff order etc. He has attended Global CEO course
on Transformation from Wharton/IESE. He was also identiﬁed as one of Key Media Heavyweights
in 2020 by Indiatelevision.com.

Anuj Gandhi

Independent Consultant

A graduate from the SP Jain Institute of Management in Management Studies, Anuj's other
interests include travelling to non-commercial destinations like the mountains, or simply
listening to music or reading. An avid movie watcher, Anuj also maintains interests in sport and
keeping ﬁt.
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Since joining Prime Video India in 2016, Aparna has successfully developed and launched all
Indian Originals on the service. This includes multiple award-winning series like The Family Man,
Mirzapur and Paatal Lok, International Emmy nominated – Inside Edge, Made in Heaven, Four
More Shots Please!,and fan favourites like Suzhal – The Vortex, Breathe, Comicstaan, Guilty
Minds, the Indian editions of the much-loved global franchise - Modern Love Mumbai and
Modern Love Hyderabad, and many more.
In a career spanning over 19 years in the entertainment business, Aparna has championed the
creation of authentic, rooted, diverse stories that explore unique perspectives and have
managed to strike a chord with audiences across the world.
From beginning her career assisting directors such as Aparna Sen, Bharatbala and Naseeruddin
Shah, Aparna has traversed the media landscape by leading content creation for print, radio and
ads, besides developing ﬁlms across languages and genres. In addition to managing the Screen
writing Lab for three years, Aparna has also worked with Sony Entertainment Television, UTV
Motion Pictures, Reliance Entertainment and Mumbai Mantra Media Ltd. (ﬁlm arm of the
Mahindra Group) in varying capacities.
A postgraduate from the APJ Kidwai Mass Communication Research Center (MCRC), Jamia Millia
Islamia University, New Delhi, Aparna has established herself as one of the most inﬂuential
names in the space. She is an elected member of the International Academy of Television Arts &
Sciences, and has been recognized by Fortune India in its Most Powerful Women list in 2021 and
2020, India Today's High and Mighty list, Forbes India's list of self-made women, received a
special mention in the 50 Most Inﬂuential Women's List by Impact and has been highlighted as
one of India's most powerful women by Business Today.

Aparna Purohit
Head of India Originals
Prime Video
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Columnist, Critic & Best-selling Author Bharathi S Pradhan was the ﬁrst journalist to face the
camera way back in the 80s when she did a regular column for Lehren, India’s ﬁrst video
magazine.
Bharathi has edited a variety of magazines like Star & Style, Showtime, Lehren, Film Street
Journal, Movie and Savvy (Consulting Editor). She has also contributed to diverse publications
that include Reader’s Digest, Mid-day, The Free Press Journal and Femina. She continues to be a
Sunday columnist with The Telegraph (Kolkata) and a critic and columnist with Lehren.com.
Bharathi is also a Founding Member of the Film Critics Guild and is an advisory member of the
Censor Board of Film Certiﬁcation (CBFC).
She brings over 50 years of journalistic and writing experience to the table.
Bharathi has written several inspirational books including ‘Colas, Cars & Communal Harmony’ on
communal harmony in the entertainment world, ‘Mr Bidi’, the biography of a philanthropic bidi
king and ‘Heartfelt’, a real-life story that spotlighted how the mind can heal the body.
She has also authored ‘Anything But Khamosh’, the fast-selling ofﬁcial biography of actorpolitician Shatrughan Sinha; Ramesh Chandra Agarwal who turned Dainik Bhaskar into the No 1
newspaper of India, and co-wrote ‘Turbulence & Triumph: The Modi Years’.
Bharathi’s ‘Priyanka Chopra The Dark Horse’ received extensive media coverage for its insights
into a woman who plays to win.
Bharathi has ideated for Balaji teleﬁlms, has curated awards and been a member of diverse
juries. She was the Chairperson of the National Awards jury for Best Writing on Cinema and is
making ‘The Rebel Dancer’, a documentary on a feisty Kuchipudi exponent.

Bharathi S Pradhan
Columnist
Critic & Best-selling Author

She lives in Mumbai with her husband Sanjaya, a Chartered Accountant, and son Siddhesh, a
lawyer.
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Charu Monga is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Design, Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi. She has a Ph.D. in Design from Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati where
she has investigated design details in vernacular heritage structures towards cultural
construction. Her Bachelors and Masters is from College of Arts, Delhi University also Film and
Television Institute of India, Pune. Her research interests include visual communication,
animation, ﬁlmmaking, digital media, CGI and game design. Her current research focuses upon
investigating a variety of virtualization techniques to promote cultural construction towards
heritage preservation, innovation, empowering educational areas and science communication.
Previously, she was a faculty member at the Department of Design in Indian Institute of
Technology Guwahati. Where she had leadARLab, which worked towards embracing digital media
technologies in animation and ﬁlms. With nine years of industrial experience, she is a recipient
of prestigious Film Heritage Foundation fellowship in association with Martin Scorsese's Film
Foundation &Cineteca di Bologna, L'ImmagineRitrovata also Microsoft Research grant for
developing interventions in digital creative technologies. She has been a visiting faculty at the
SCE Technology Institute in Israel and awarded visiting fellow position in Israel itself. Also served
as a jury member of International Conference in Israel and Japan.
She was a visiting faculty at the Film and Television Institute of India, Pune, College of Arts, Delhi
University, NIFT Kangra and worked as a game designer, animator, graphic designer and
illustrator for various organizations. She has been associated with World Health Partners, Group
Delphoenix, IDC, IIT Bombay, Foundation 9 Entertainment and Digikriti Entertainment for
multiple design research projects. Her work has been

Charu Monga

Assistant Professor
Department of Design

sponsored by Red Cross Society, UNICEF, UNIFEM to exhibit in galleries such as Romain Rolland,
Habitat Center and Lalit Kala Academy to name a few. She is actively involved with the issues
related to design pedagogy, social innovation, cross-cultural researches on communication,
creativity methods and published in reputed journals and conferences.
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Deepak Salvi, Co-founder & COO, Chingari App has been an integral name to Chingari's growth
journey since 2020.
TheChingari Short Video App, the brainchild of Mr. Sumit Ghosh and Mr. Deepak Salvi, made
national news at a time when users in India were aggressively creating and sharing content,
especially in the short video format.
With an MBA degree in Marketing, Deepak has been working in the media and entertainment
sector for 20+ years. He has worked with esteemed media and entertainment brands /
companies like CNBC TV18, BBC Worldwide, Sony, Star India, ZEE5, etc.
With this extensive Media experience, Deepak has been an ardent observer of content evolution
and changing consumer behaviours across decades - and is now applying them to propel
Chingari to greater heights.
Taking care of Content Strategy and scaling up of the UGC of the short video app have been
Deepak's top priorities. He has helped Chingari lead the wave of localised mobile consumption,
with an aim to provide an affordable and accessible platform to content creators in India that will
help them create content in their regional languages- Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, Bengali Punjabi, etc.
Deepak is trying to achieve this by enhancing Chingari's creative experience for each and every
user and helping them create entertaining and fun content in their own language and monetize
on it by introducing multiple creative trends.

Deepak Salvi
Co-Founder & COO
Chingari

He believes that the content creation industry in India and globally has great potential and
creators have many opportunities to explore in the long run. The industry is ﬂourishing with the
surge in the content usage and with the brands stepping in to create videos for associations.
Based on the viewing pattern, the videos are reaching out to mass viewers that in-turn
maximizes long-term engagement and satisfaction. And the video content, irrespective of the
platform or format, is here to stay and will only become bigger in the years to come.
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Dipti Kotak is the Chief Legal Ofﬁcer at Reliance Industries Limited’s Media Business (Jio
Studios).
As CLO, Dipti leads the Legal & Regulatory framework for Jio Studios which includes RIL
Productions, oversee Legal framework for RIL’s other media investments. As CLO, Dipti is
responsible to work closely with business on strategic partnerships, mergers & acquisitions,
safeguard the business and facilitate business through proactive law suits, and ability to
monetize through contracts, etc.
Dipti is a domain expert and has over 27 years of experience in media and entertainment
industry, Intellectual Property, Corporate and M&A’s, Compliance & Regulatory and Litigation.
Dipti has been among Best Leading Lawyers 2022, India’s top 100 Powerful Women in IP in 2021, by
World IP Forum and many more.

Dipti Kotak

Chief Legal Ofﬁcer at
Reliance Industries Limited’s Media Business (Jio Studios)
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James Cheatley is the Senior Regional Director of VOD, Digital Affairs & Intellectual Property for
the Motion Picture Association International (MPA-I) whose global mission is to advance and
support the ﬁlm, television and streaming content industry.
James is responsible for the supervision and coordination of all advocacy initiatives and
outreach programs to promote and protect the creative and commercial interests of the MPA
studios in this region.
Prior to joining the MPA-I in September 2018, James was Director of Government Relations and
Policy at Screen Producers Australia, where he coordinated advocacy efforts across the
Australian screen industry. He promoted the value of Australia's screen production incentives in
submissions to various government reviews and gave evidence to Australian parliamentary
committees. He was at the centre of industry efforts to review and regulate over the- top service
providers and was instrumental in developing and delivering the strategy for the Make it
Australian campaign. He also advanced the establishment of an industry-wide code of conduct.
Before joining Screen Producers Australia, James was Senior Legal Ofﬁcer at the Australian
Copyright Council, where he provided artists and creators with copyright advice and promoted
the value of copyright through the Council’s National Seminar Series. During this time, James was
also Secretary of the Copyright Society of Australia and an editor of the Society’s journal, the
Copyright Reporter.
James started his career in 2008 at the Australian Government Attorney-General’s Department
where he worked on international and domestic copyright matters.

James Cheatley

James coordinated Australia’s position on copyright in various international fora, including the
World Intellectual Property Organization, the World Trade Organization as well as bilateral and
multilateral free trade agreements.
James graduated from the Australian National University with a degree in Law and a First Class
Honours degree in Art History.

Senior Regional Director VOD,
Digital Affairs & Intellectual Property, Motion Picture Association - Asia Paciﬁc
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Jennie joined the Trade and Investment team in 2014 which leads on a programme of activity
including:
Ÿ

Raising the proﬁle of West Yorkshire nationally and internationally

Ÿ

Identiﬁcation, attraction and securing of business and institutional investment into the
region

Ÿ

Encouraging businesses to internationalise and explore new export markets

Jennie is responsible for creating and driving forward the region's strategy for India and other
key international markets, leading on trade and investment activity. She plays an active role in
steering strategic discussions between West Yorkshire and UK and India governments to support
the FTA negotiations and ensure more involvement in key policy decisions, working with key
business stakeholders in the region. She has also project managed four public and private sector
delegations to China and Hong Kong, working with business and political leaders.
Prior to this role, Jennie focused on inward investment, providing a professional inward
investment service to support businesses seeking to establish their operations in West
Yorkshire. This involved working closely with DIT, local partners, and business intermediaries.

Jennie Holdstock

International Markets Development
Manager, West Yorkshire Combined Authority
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Kumar has 25 years of thumbing experience in Digital Media Industry. He has played an integral
role in the establishment of Digital Media industry in India and in making IMAGE groups a
dominant player in the Indian Digital Media training.
Mr. Kumar is one of the pioneers of the Multimedia education business in India. He heads all
business units of IMAGE in India and abroad. He also focuses on new business opportunities and
on expanding the company's presence in various locations in India and abroad, in tune with the
company's objective of becoming a Leading Digital Media Company.
Mr. Kumar's vision of creating the best talents for Indian Digital Media industry and his wish to
bring out the creator in young minds led to the establishment of different brands of IMAGE. Mr.
Kumar has been involved in the management of different brands of IMAGE, with all the zeal that
drives IMAGE to every step of success. Currently, he is authoring a book on the changing trends of
Indian Animation and Graphic Industry.

K. Kumar

Founder &
Managing Director
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Over the course of his 23 years in academia, Prof. Kalyan Kumar Sahoo has worked in a variety of
roles over the course of his career, including as Advisor (JK University), Vice Chancellor (Arni
University, HP), Professor and OSD to Proposed University (DRIEMS)), Dean (Kings Business
School—Africa, KK University, ICFAI Foundation), Faculty member (SOA University, Odisha,
Management University of Africa, Kenya). After working in the business world for a while, he
decided to pursue a career in academia in 2002. Since then, he has taught strategic management,
marketing, SDM, and advanced strategic management at various business schools in Asia and
Africa.
He holds a Doctorate in IR strategy from FMS, RDVV and is a fellow of CGIA ,USA. He passed MBA
(Second Topper, FM University, Odisha), MJMC (Gold Medal, Utkal University of Culture, Odisha),
Super Specialization in Digital Marketing (University of Illinois), and PGCSM (IIM, Nagpur). He has
successfully completed various faculty development programmes from IIM-Indore, IIMKozikode, Copenhagen Business School, and the Ministry of HRD. He has successfully supervised
theses of three doctoral students, twenty master's students, and sixty undergraduates. In
addition to his four books, he has also written more than ﬁfty academic articles that have been
published in both national and international journals.
He is a member of ISTD, AIMA, VC Council, Ghana Journalism Association, CRD-Lome, and
Chartered Global Investment Analyst. His areas of expertise include business strategy, media
and strategy, marketing strategy, social media, teaching pedagogy, IR and competitive
advantage. Through his work and assignments, he has been to over twenty different countries
across Asia and Africa. He bagged two awards, Research Excellence Award by InSc and Excellent
Academic leadership Award by IACRD.

Prof. Kalyan Kumar Sahoo
Professor, Journalist, Writer

Convention Partner

presents

2022

#ﬁcciframes22

2022

Fast Track

Karan Johar (born Rahul Kumar Johar; 25 May 1972), often informally referred to as KJo in Hindi
Film Industry,[3] is an Indian ﬁlmmaker and television personality, who primarily works in Hindi
cinema. He has launched the careers of several successful actors under his own Dharma
Productions. The recipient of several accolades, including a National Film Award and six Filmfare
Awards, he has been honored with Padma Shri, the country's fourth highest civilian award by the
Government of India in 2020.
Son of producer Yash Johar, he made his directorial debut with the romantic comedy-drama Kuch
Kuch Hota Hai (1998), which earned him the National Film Award for Best Popular Film Providing
Wholesome Entertainment, the Filmfare Award for Best Director and the Filmfare Award for Best
Screenplay. His next ﬁlms, the ensemble family melodrama Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham... (2001)
and the ensemble romantic drama Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna (2006), were both critically and
commercially successful. His social drama My Name Is Khan (2010) earned him his second
Filmfare Award for Best Director. Johar produced the spy thriller Raazi (2018) and Shershaah
(2021), both of which won him the Filmfare Award for Best Film. These, along with other ﬁlms he
has produced under the Dharma Productions banner, have established him as one of the leading
director-producers in Hindi cinema.
Johar has also ventured into other avenues of the entertainment industry. He hosts a television
talk show, Koffee with Karan, Season 7 of this show is currently airing on Hotstar, a dating show
What the Love! and a radio show Calling Karan, and appeared as a judge on competition reality
shows Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa, India's Got Talent, India's Next Superstars.

Karan Johar

Indian ﬁlmmaker
Dharma Productions
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Mark is a serial entrepreneur, most notably as co-founder of Beer Hawk, the UK's leading craft
beer retailer. In the business world, he has specialised in eCommerce, and has won numerous
awards including Great British Entrepreneur of the Year (Small Business, 2017), and Business
Person of the Year (SME National Business Awards, 2019).
Mark co-founded Beer Hawk in 2012 which he scaled from two friends sat talking, to a proﬁtable
business with over £100m revenue and a team of over 200 beery enthusiasts on a mission to
inspire customers to ﬁnd their next favourite beer. He oversaw a successful exit to a strategic
buyer, AB InBev, in 2016, and continues to be part of the global leadership team for ZX Ventures
(the disruptive innovation group at AB InBev).
Before embarking on his entrepreneurial journey, Mark had a successful marketing career with
several global blue-chip businesses, including P&G, Lloyds Banking Group and Direct Wines. He
also consulted for The Coca-Cola Company and Kimberly Clark.
He currently holds the following Non-Executive Board positions:

Mark Roberts

Chair, Leeds City Region
Enterprise Partnership

Ÿ

Chair for the Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership(LEP)

Ÿ

Deputy Chair of the West Yorkshire (WYCA) Climate, Energy & Environment Committee

Ÿ

Trustee for Red Kite Learning Trust

Ÿ

LEP Representative for Transport for the North (TFN) Board

Ÿ

LEP Representative for West Yorkshire Transport Committee

Mark is passionate about improving education & skills – he was a Commissioner for the Future
Ready Skills Commission (published 2020), and is passionate about encouraging
entrepreneurship with an investment portfolio in early stage businesses.
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Mike is the Mayor of West Yorkshire's Chief of Staff and her principal advisor, helping to deliver on
her manifesto pledges to the people of West Yorkshire.
Prior to joining the Mayoral Combined Authority, Mike was Head of Policy for the Joseph
Rowntree Foundation, the UK's leading Anti-Poverty charity. Mike led JRF's work looking at how
local economies and labour markets can lift more people out of poverty. His work looked at
place-based policy interventions that help to create more inclusive local economies, with a
particular focus on how to create more good jobs that are accessible to people in poverty.
Mike was previously an advisor to the directly elected Mayor of Lewisham and has worked on
economic development, housing and social security policy for a variety of different
organisations in the UK. He has a Masters degree in Social Policy from the London School of
Economics.

Mike Hawking

Chief of Staff to the Mayor of
West Yorkshire
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Mr. Mohit Soni is the CEO of Media & Entertainment Skills Council.

Mohit Soni
CEO- MESC

Ÿ

Mr. Mohit started his career as a Graphic Designer and Animator in a small studio at Gwalior
and thereafter established the biggest and largest multimedia training and production
facility at Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh.

Ÿ

His passion towards establishing the media training industry is highly visible with his
signiﬁcant contribution to almost all of the prominent media training brands we know in the
Country today.

Ÿ

With more than 18 years of experience in developing New Business Alliance, Channel Network
and Setting up Partnership with International and Indian Academic Institutes/Universities.
Mohit is known for establishing some of the ﬁnest brands we have in the country like
Spectrum Media, IIFM, iProf, Picasso Animation, Frameboxx and many more.

Ÿ

With his profound experience in building start-ups and new generation businesses Mohit is
presently spearheading the Media and Entertainment Skills Council (MESC) as Chief
Executive Ofﬁcer.
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A business professional with over 14 years of experience of business development and
advertising sales in digital, television, radio and print domains. Specialist in setting up business
operations and creating monetisation opportunities, devising and implementing scalable
business models.
I am currently heading the business from end-to-end for a digital e-learning, media &
entertainment start-up. Prior to this, I was the head of sales of West India region for Star India Pvt
Ltd(A 21st Century Fox company) and was responsible for monetisation of both entertainment
and sports platforms: Hotstar and starsports.com. Have worked on some of the biggest media
properties of the country and have always exceeded revenue targets and expectations with the
help of stellar teams.
Specialties: Advertising sales and marketing with a focus on digital media, Brand Management
and Strategy, Media Relations, Advertising, Field Marketing across Key Geographies, Event
strategy and ﬁeld marketing.

Neeraj Kumar
Business Head
Dance with Madhuri
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As CEO of the Producers Guild of India, Nitin is charged with championing the cause and
spearheading the development of the ﬁlm, television and new media production sector in India.
His responsibilities include focusing on policy matters, copyright protection, government
regulations, taxation, production incentives available nationally and internationally, cinema
tourism, international co-production treaties and exchange programs.
He joined the Guild after a career spanning more than two decades in which he worked across
various sectors in the Media & Entertainment industry including ﬁlm, music, television, radio and
publishing.

Nitin Tej Ahuja

CEO
Producers Guild of India
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Pankaj Jaysinhis a Management Graduate from Case Western Reserve University, USA. He has
been part of the Indian ﬁlm industry for more than 23 years and his core competency lies in
Distribution and Exhibition of Indian and Hollywood ﬁlms.
As CEO – Distribution and Film Services at UFO Moviez, he is responsible for UFO Moviez
Network's pan India Sales and Distribution. With his excellent network and rapport with the
industry, he has been instrumental in leading UFO Moviez to its leadership status in terms of
network strength.
Prior to joining UFO Moviez, he was associated with Shree Ashtavinayak Cine Vision Ltd and was
responsible for setting up the Distribution Department of the company and had successfully
released many big banner ﬁlms. He has worked closely with the Distribution departments of
Warner Bros., Columbia Tri-Star Films and Sony Pictures Entertainment.

Pankaj Jaysinhis

UFO Moviez Network's
pan India Sales and Distribution
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Paras leads media partnerships for Facebook in India, across Entertainment, Sports, News and
Music. He has over two decades of experience in diverse disciplines of media, including Content,
Creative, Programming, Marketing & Communications, Platforms (pay-tv, FTA, OTT, Telcos) and
Digital Media across multiple genres &demographies.
Prior to his current role at Facebook, he was the Senior Vice President & General Manager (SEA)
and Head of Digital Media for Asia, for Viacom Media Networks. Before that, he was the Vice
President at Fox International Channels (FIC), where he was leading FOX SPORTS' marketing,
communication & digital media. He's also held senior roles at ESPN Star Sports, and McCann.

Paras Sharma

Director & Head of Content
& Community Partnerships, India (Meta)
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Mr. Pradeep Gupta is an independent producer committed to bold innovative. He has the ability
to demonstrate the creativity, tenacity, and vision required to produce quality independent
ﬁlms.
In May 2013, he incorporated 'MAHIMA PRODUCTIONS LIMITED'. His ﬁrst bollywood debut venture
"FUDDU", a socio satire comedy was released on October 2016. The team MPL has also coproduced some episodes of "SAVDHAAN INDIA” , Life OK , "MARIAM KHAN-REPORTING LIVE” (STAR
PLUS) in collaboration with "Somersault Productions". "RAKTANCHAL" for MX Player was
produced in association with "Pinaka Studios Pvt. Ltd.", producers being "Mr Pradeep & Mahima
Gupta and Mr Shashank Raai".
Mr Pradeep serves as an Executive Director for Jagson International Limited and is the Founder
Producer of Mahima Productions Limited. He has been involved with the Jagson Group of
Companies since 1999. For the last 21 years he has been independently looking after the major
offshore drilling and operations, which has shown tremendous improvement under his
guidance. His new generation approach has enabled him to attain the desired results.
He is a regular member of the Petrotech and CII. Mr. Gupta has gained excellent experience and
mastery in offshore oil exploration and drilling industry. He is also closely associated with the
group's other business interests, like outlet of petroleum products in Kyrgyzstan, a CIS country
He is one of the youngest entrepreneurs of this ﬁeld in the country. His efforts have been
recognized by the offshore industry platform oceantex.
He has been felicitated with the "Young Entrepreneur award" in 2008.
Mr. Pradeep Gupta is a life time member of India motion pictures producers association (IMPPA).

Pradeep Gupta

Producer Committed to
Bold Innovative

He is a member of Rotary International & has been awarded Paul Harris Fellow Membership for
contributions towards social cause.
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Mr Pravir Arora currently holds the position as Chief Marketing Ofﬁcer & Executive Vice President
at Aptech Limited. Mr Arora has over 25 years of domestic and international experience, having
worked at various strategic level roles with leading multinational corporations such as Wipro,
Digital Equipment, Compaq, CA and Sun Microsystems.
Pravir joined Aptech Limited in the year 2011 as Head of International and Enterprise Business. In
his strategic role, Pravir has been responsible for company's rapid growth and expansion making
a home-grown brand Aptech Ltd, a global entity. His key responsibilities included alliances and
foray in the international markets. He has been instrumental in the growth of Aptech's presence
in many developed countries of the world marking his strong growth at senior positions within
the company.
As a senior management personnel with an accomplished career track record in sales &
marketing known for delivering & sustaining revenue and proﬁt gains within highly competitive
markets, Mr Pravir Arora, today heads a strong marketing team for all of the brands at Aptech Ltd
including Arena Animation, Maya Academy of Advanced Cinematics (MAAC), Lakme Academy
powered by Aptech (LAPA), Aptech Montana International Preschool, Aptech Computer
Education, Aptech Hospitality Aviation etc, in India as well as globally. He is responsible for
varied domains of Brand building/advertising, corporate communication, PR/media relations,
internal communication, customer service, digital& web-technology.
Pravir is an alumnus of RV College of Engineering, Bangalore (class of 1993).

Pravir Arora

Chief Marketing Ofﬁcer &
Executive Vice President, Aptech Limited
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Back in the early 1990s, while I was working as a Photography Assistant, I used to produce and
supervise many offset print jobs. I worked with many leading Pre-Press and Printing houses in
Mumbai. And there I learned the importance of Colour Management.
When I started doing digital photography in 2002, I realised that delivering a colour accurate
image is key to the success of the campaign/project that I was shooting. It is extremely important
for a Commercial Photographer to be aware of his workﬂow. I used to shoot lots of Saree and Kids
wear campaigns which were colour dependant, making a colour managed workﬂow very
important.
Digital capture and delivery has come a long way from a simple 2 Mpxl camera and 4 colour
Desktop printing. Today's cameras, printers and high-resolution monitors are immensely
capable of delivering extremely high quality. But without the proper understanding and
implementation of a colour managed digital workﬂow, you may not be able to take full advantage
of the current developments.
Every aspiring photographer should know that if you don't understand Colour Management, 'you
may not get what you see'.

Radhakrishnan Chakyat
Photography Assistant
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Mr. Rahul Bojalwar, a 35 year old entrepreneur has a vibrant journey! He started his career as a
Sales Person in 2003, and now owns a business in Real Estate. Being an Interior Designer he
established Innovation Constructions, Interior Designing Studios, and Innovation Landmarks. He
has done more than 600 residential units and shops and has an enormous experience of various
ﬁelds at this young age.
In 2015 he diversiﬁed his arenas by spreading his rich colors in tech ﬁeld as a result he founded
Adclever - an outdoor media management software and worked upon various startups. Now
Adclever is acquired by OI media.
Destiny is the bridge that you build to the things you love, Mr Bojalwar found a passion for health
care services and hence with the help of technology he founded Medipta in November 2015.
Medipta is a ﬁrst Indian Health care app which enables the user to search all types of care
providers of Healthcare on a single platform.
Rahul is managing Medipta, Innovation landmarks as their CEO and he is Chief Business
Development Ofﬁcer at BRISA Technologies. Also, he has his own hospitality projects. Rahul's
mission is to make society a better place to live where every citizen can avail convenient &cost
effective healthcare services for healthy and happier life. He is working on different healthcare
projects which will generate more than 10000 employment. He intends to create a revolution in
public healthcare sector in India.
He believes that patience can bring a fortune in any business ﬁeld, success is a result of
continuous and persistent effort and he has proven this in various ventures. He always says, “I
never lose. Either I win or I learn”.
He has participated in marathons, loves to stay ﬁt, his interests include writing poems,
swimming, running ,badminton, and learning about new technologies that can shape future.

Rahul Bojalwar

Founder of Medipta Solutions Pvt.Ltd.
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Offering 18+ years of progressive experience leading effective human resources teams and
developing human resources framework and strategies for large organizations in the academic,
education, training and development in the Industries like Media/Design/Animation/Visual
Effects/Gaming/AR,VR&MR/E-Publishing/ E-Learning/Fashion/Interior/Advertising. A highlyknowledgeable business-savvy resource who parlays subject-matter-expertise on employee
relations, performance management, recruitment and selection, legislative compliance, policy /
procedure / leadership coaching, payroll, compensation and beneﬁts, an effective
communicator, and effectively resolves grievances and arbitrations, proactive business partner
to senior management.

Rajan E.
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Mr. Rajesh R. Turakhia, is a well know, respected and reliable name in the Animation arena. He has
to his credit many path breaking initiatives. Acknowledging the need for a premier institution for
animation, graphics and gaming, he launched two institutions, which have gained recognition,
worldwide, as quality training institutions. In the past 20 years since its inception, over a lakh
students have passed through these portals, and found gainful employment and recognition in
various studios in India and abroad.
Understanding the need to bridge the skill-gap between the institutes and the studio, Mr.
Turakhia also started an Incubation Centre, where students are trained by involving them in live
projects. He also launched the coveted 24 FPS &Frameﬂixx awards to recognize and award
excellence in the ﬁeld of animation visual effects and gaming. To ensure world-class standards,
Mr. Turakhia initiated international tie-ups with Cambridge University (UK), Anglia Ruskin
University (UK), Sikkim Manipal (India) & Seneca University (Canada). He also has engaged
internationally acclaimed animators such as Steve Wright to design the curriculum for new-age
software.
Besides training, Mr. Rajesh has the distinction of heading a state-of-the-art animation studio,
which is among the top 5 studios in the country, having over 500 animators which has produced
BAFTA nominated Christmas special for BBC and executed various international projects. This
studio was regarded as one of the top 5 studios in India. Not to rest on his laurels, Mr. Turakhia, is
currently focused on the ﬁeld of Digital Advertising. Looking at the new and fast growing digital
arena he feels that an academy providing job oriented curriculum delivered by the best in the
industry is the need of the hour for this sunrise industry and has taken charge as the Managing
Director of The Academy for Digital Marketing Courses (ADMC)

Rajesh R. Turakhia
Managing Director, ADMC
Founder, Frameboxx 2.0
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Kriti Productions Ltd. was started by Rakesh Mehra (Producer/ Executive Producer/ Line
Producer). A veteran of the Indian ﬁlm industry, he has over 20 plus years of experience. His
passion for production services was kindled when he was working as a locations manager for
Director Jean-Jacques Annaud's "Seven Years in Tibet", shot in Argentina and has been doing that
ever since. He went on to work on over 50 feature ﬁlms, TV Series, TV commercials,
documentaries and music videos. It is this wealth of experience that forms the foundation of our
production company in India.

Rakesh Mehra
Kriti Productions Ltd.
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Professional with 30years of rich and combined expertise in Talent Acquisition, Performance
Management, Employee Relations, Driver of strategies & Business plans, Quality sourcing,
Administrative& people Management, Handling PAN INDIA [36 states] & ASIA -PACIFIC Region,

Ravi Kumar

In Marketing & Sales, I will be responsible to seek new business opportunities by contacting and
developing relationships with potential customers. I will use my communication skills to
cultivate strong relationships with customers, from the ﬁrst contact until you close the deal. I will
also ensure proper after-sales service. I will ensure three primary responsibilities always initiate
Prospecting &Created prospect lists as sales lead by Email/ In-mail marketing, Tele Sales &
Pitching our products and/or services Ultimately, I will boost sales and contribute to our longterm business growth. When it comes to generating leads, day-to-day duties typically include
Market Research, Researching organizations and individuals online (especially on social media)
to identify new leads and potential new markets on going Researching the needs of other
companies, Contacting potential clients via email/phone/video platforms to establish rapport
and set up meetings always Working with our marketing initiatives/attend industry events When
it comes to the challenge of actually selling, other typical duties include, Preparing PowerPoint
presentations and sales displays, Contacting Distributors, Dealers, Customers to inform them
about new developments in the company's products , I have done a similar role generating
successful leads in B2B sales with Hands-on experience with multiple sales techniques
(including cold calls) Experience with companies software , Familiarity with MS Excel (analyzing
spreadsheets and charts),Understanding of sales performance metrics with the Excellent
communication and negotiation skills & Ability to deliver engaging presentations , learned a
culture comprised of diverse, global teams who have a passion for collaboration and client
service, Work cross-functionally with both the sales and product teams to develop and execute
outbound marketing and account-based marketing activities.
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Currently Assistant Professor and the Head of the department of BAF BBI BFM and BMS at KC
College. I have over 11 years of experience in the ﬁeld of education teaching undergraduate and
post graduate students. Also an ex investment banker . Awarded the Best Young Teacher award
by Higher Education Forum and the Rising Star award for teaching at KC college. Authored and co
authored over 9 books for college students and have completed my Ph.D. in the area of Talent
Management. Published over 8 research papers in national and international journals. CoChairperson of BOS Of Banking , insurance and ﬁnancial markets at HSNC University, Mumbai
also Member of board of studies of BBI at Jai Hind college, Mumbai and BMS at Tolani college of
commerce, Mumbai. Invited as panelist by Indo American society and BIAP to discuss the
changing role of education in 2021. Have been Paper setter, examiner and moderator at the
University of Mumbai and HSNC University Mumbai Teach various marketing and management
related subjects and mentor and guide students at KC college. Convener of the Entrepreneurship
cell, nodal ofﬁcer for B.voc programmes and member of various committees like Admission,
Placement, Environment and Cultural at KC College

Dr. Ritika Pathak

Assistant Professor and Head of Department of BAF/ BBI/ BFM/ BMS,
co chairperson,BOS banking, insurance and Financial Markets, HSNC University, Mumbai
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Sandeep Ashwath is an animator and anthropologist. He is interested in the construction of
sacredness in domestic spaces, the audience reception of animation texts and the relation
between moving image and the transcendent. In his work as an animator, Sandeep initially
engaged with traditional forms of Indian storytelling and performance through classical
animation involving hand painted and paper cut-out techniques. His work then moved to
exploring digital imagery, verse/text and minimalist drawn animation for telling stories
effectively. He holds a PhD from the University of Surrey – UK and a Master's Degree from the
Royal College of Art – London. Before that, he studied at the National Institute of Design –
Ahmedabad specialising in Animation Film Design. At Srishti, Sandeep is Associate Dean at the
School of Media, Arts and Sciences and he heads the undergraduate programs of Digital Media
Arts, Digital Media Production and the postgraduate pathway in Animation and Visual Effects. He
teaches ﬁlm/animation language, ﬁlm appreciation, scripting and research methods. He
mentors graduation projects and sits on advisory panels for doctoral students.
Areas of Interest: Cultural Anthropology, Animation Film Design, Animation Research,
Ethnography, Film Language.

Sandeep Ashwath

Animator and Anthropologist

Convention Partner

presents

2022

#ﬁcciframes22

2022

Fast Track

A postgraduate from Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) Pune, Sanjeev Sood is a seasoned
media professional with experience of over 35 years as Cinematographer, Director and Producer
of ﬁlms, videos and television programs. Besides Motion Picture Industries of Mumbai and Delhi
has extensive international ﬁlming experience in over twenty countries

Sanjeev Sood

Professor, Mass Communication
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A doctorate in Political Science (International Relations), Dr. Narain has over 20 years of teaching
experience at both graduate and post graduate levels, and has worked on several research
projects, including at University of Rochester (New York). Herself a researcher, she has published
several research papers in national peer reviewed journals and has presented papers in national
and international conferences.
Dr. Narain has served as a member of Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) Staff Selection
Commission, for selection of ofﬁcers of Indian Information Service. She was a member of the
Board of Studies for Journalism Apex Professional University of Arunachal Pradesh and is
currently in the Board of Studies for Bachelor of Mass Media (BMM) program of Khalsa College,
University of Mumbai.
In pursuit of her personal passion, she is also a member of the Advisory Board of OSCAR
Foundation, an NGO working for education of poor children. Along with this she was also involved
with Maharashtra State Skills Development Program (MSSDS) for under privileged women
entrepreneurs of Maharashtra.

Dr. Shefalika Narain

Prof. & Dean of School of
Media & Communication, ATLAS SkillTech University
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Shibasish Sarkar is a Media & Entertainment Industry professional with over 29 years of
corporate experience in handling multiple verticals across ﬁlms, television, animation, gaming
content and operations of digital & new media platforms.
Currently Shibasish is the Chairman & CEO of International Media Acquisition Corp. His last stint
was as Group CEO at Reliance Entertainment, a part of the Reliance ADA group . Shibasish was a
member of the senior leadership team and served in the capacity of Director & Member of The
Board within various group companies.
Prior to Reliance, Shibasish held senior positions at Viacom 18, UTV Disney & Godrej Sara Lee
with focus on establishing new business, scaling up operations, driving sustainable growth by
forming key alliances, managing stakeholders, talent partners & cross functional teams.
His academic qualiﬁcations include being a certiﬁed Chartered Accountant, Cost Accountant,
Company Secretary and MBA with specialization in marketing.

Shibasish Sarkar

CEO
International Media Acq Corp (IMAC)
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Mr. Siddharth Prabhakar, founder of CelebritySchool holds an MBA in Marketing and has been in
the education and corporate sector for over 3 decades.
As a young entrepreneur and Trainer, Siddharth Prabhakar has been an inspiration for many
young minds and corporate executives in reaching their goals, their dreams, and helping reach
their potential.
Mr. Prabhakar has partnered with over 1200 professional institutions, MBA and Engineering
Institutions, and inspired and prepared over 30000+ aspiring professionals to be successful in
their Campus recruitment process and earn their dream jobs.

Siddharth Prabhakar
Founder of CelebritySchool
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At Prime Video India, Sushant is entrusted with building the Subscription Video on Demand
(SVoD) business through acquisition, growth and engagement of subscribers across B2B and B2C
segments. He is responsible for business development, customer success, brand and marketing
functions. Sushant joined in the year 2018 as Director – Marketing and has been instrumental in
driving online and ofﬂine customer engagement for the brand, as well as, building visibility for
Prime Video India's direct-to-service (DTS) ﬁlms, helping local stories travel outside their home
states and ﬁnd appreciation nationally and internationally. He has played a critical role in
launching several initiatives, including Prime Video: Mobile Edition – a single-user mobile-only
plan created especially for a mobile-ﬁrst country like India, Prime Video Channels – a video
entertainment marketplace that provides friction-free and convenient access to content from
multiple video streaming services and Prime Video India's foray into live cricket.
Over a span of more than 16 years and many cities, Sushant has operated across industries
including Consumer Goods, eCommerce, Travel & Tourism, and has been an entrepreneur as well.
Prior to joining Amazon, Sushant led marketing for Xiaomi in India, helping propel the company
into one of the top smartphone brands in the country.
Sushant is a graduate of Indian Institute of Technology, Madras and can still be seen sometimes,
buried in books trying to understand engineering concepts that eluded him in college.

Sushant Sreeram
Head - SVOD Business
Amazon Prime Video
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As an exponent in Business & Financial Planning, Tejonidhi Bhandare is a true achiever having
proved his mettle in managing the overall Business including Finance and Legal processes
across the tenures.
With his extensive experience in conceptualizing and implementing Financial Procedures,
Maintenance & Finalization of Accounts, Audits, Fund management, Compliances and Proﬁt
Monitoring, he has successfully turned around the business into proﬁts with his strategic
planning and futuristic approach. He also brings in his expertise on all ﬁnance functions
including legal, admin and HR. Having played crucial roles in companies like IBM and Amdocs, he
has played vital role in Reliance Animation and Reliance Education towards achievement of its
goals and building new projects. Currently heading the Reliance Animation business and
heading the ﬁnance functions as CFO for the company.
A result oriented professional with over 20 years of experience in managing the overall ﬁnance
and accounts which includes Budgeting, MIS and Statutory Compliance, Payroll Management,
Account Payables, Treasury etc. Secretarial and Legal activities are add-ons to the core
competencies across the tenures. Proﬁcient in providing ﬁnancial performance/MIS reports to
top management for strategic decision making. Proﬁcient in managing the Payroll processing
function, entailing design & development of systems & procedures and ﬁling of statutory
returns. An exemplary communicator with expertise in liaising with diverse statutory agencies.

Tejonidhi Bhandare
Exponent in Business &
Financial Planning
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Uday Singh is the Managing Director of the Motion Picture Association's (MPA) India ofﬁce, whose
mission is to advance and support the ﬁlm, television, and streaming content industry. Uday is an
industry veteran with over 25 years in the entertainment industry and 38 years overall.
Before taking this role, Uday was CEO of PVR Pictures. At PVR, he ran and established content
distribution across TV, digital streaming, and music platforms.
Earlier, Uday was Executive Vice President for the Columbia Tristar Motion Picture Group,
responsible for managing and growing Sony's local Indian language ﬁlm portfolio.
From 1996 to 2009, Uday was Managing Director of Sony Pictures India. He led the turnaround of
the company and built a world-class distribution business. Under his watch, Sony became the
most successful Hollywood studio in India. At Sony, he added and supervised the theatrical
distribution of Disney. He also produced the ﬁrst-ever Indian ﬁlm by a Hollywood Studio in India.
Uday began his career at Philips, where he held senior positions in consumer electronics,
domestic appliances, and multimedia divisions.
An alumnus of Harvard Business School, he completed an Advanced Management Program. Uday
received a bachelor's degree in commerce from Osmania University and has an MS degree in
Digital Business which he graduated magna cum laude from GBSB Global Business School, Spain.
Uday is the co-chair of Film of the FICCI Media & Entertainment Committee. He also serves on the
FICCI-IP committee & the CII Media & Entertainment Committee.

Uday Singh

Managing Director
MPA India

The MPA Studios include Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures, Netﬂix Inc., Paramount Pictures
Corporation, Sony Pictures Entertainment Inc., Universal City Studios LLC, and Warner Bros.
Entertainment Inc.
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Vaibhav More is Bachelor of Fine art graduate for Sir J J school of art (mumbai) . Over 22 years of
experience in the ﬁeld of animation and advertising.
VAIBHAV MORE FILMS founded in year 2008 is a vfx and animation studio based in navi mumbai.
Worked with brands such as Viacom, Mtv India, Mtv middle east, Nickelodeon, VH1, UTV toons, the
times of India and many more achiever of 32 national and international awards in the ﬁeld of
animation and vfx
Vaibhav More also is the acting president of TASI (the animation society of India)

Vaibhav More
Founder
VAIBHAV MORE FILMS
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Vijay Subramaniam is the group CEO and founder of the Collective Artists Network group - India's
largest pop culture marketplace that encapsulates a host of entertainment companies and
businesses. At the helm of the Collective Artists Network group, Vijay is responsible for the
growth of the many businesses that function within the network including Big Bang Music, a joint
venture with global music giant Sony Music, and India's most curated creator marketplace Big
Bang Social – a homegrown digital inﬂuencer platform.
With an educational background in mechanical engineering, Subramaniam got his ﬁrst taste of
talent management as a teenager when he would handle and book work for his college band
Synaps. He soon realized that his real passion lay in entertainment and found his bearings at
Mahesh Bhupathi headed sports and entertainment management company- Globosport, from
where he moved on to start what is today - Collective Artists Network.
Vijay's love for music and his passion as a drummer has stayed strong over the years and he still
loves spending time behind the kit.

Vijay Subramaniam

Group CEO and founder of the
Collective Artists Network Group

